GOPALAKRISHNAYYA

which he imbibed while at Cambridge. Thus while Gopak-
krishnayya knew that, by prescribing the 116, 1,116 etc., notation,
he would be reviving Indian tradition which had been slumbering
in the archives of our orthodoxy, Mr. Reddy would not budge
except by the decimal system of reckoning. To our intelligentia,
all Indian traditions are silly superstition, and the Cc intellectual
refuse of the West" the only rational and scientific truth!

In the evening* Mr. Reddy spoke at a public meeting on the
* Present Political Situation. * The address lasted for an hour
and a quarter; and it was an elaborate plea for everybody joining
and strengthening his United Nationalist Party. At the end of

the Iecture3 Gopalakrishnayya was pressed to say a few words,
He had fever at the time; but all the same, he sat on a chair
and began some rambling thoughts. For full fifteen minutes,
he projected disconnected thoughts and ideas. Everybody began
to feel the incoherence of it all; and what was more to the pur-
pose, its want of relation to the subject of the day was being
loudly whispered. But suddenly Gopalakrishnayya read a verse
from the Bhag&oatam to illustrate his method, and with a parenthe-
tical remark that, unlike the Euclidean formula, that verse signi-
fied the *' Indian version of a straight line, " he began to gather
aE the preliminary threads; and it looked as though the magician
had first thrown some petals into the air and afterwards con-
verged them all into a fine and fragrant flower. And thereafter,
for full thirty minutes, he held the audience spell-bound. The
text of the speech was a complete vindication of the ethics of
revolution against which Mr. Reddy had thought fit to indulge
in cheap and indecorous gibes both at the meeting and earlier.
It was one of the greatest speeches ever delivered by Gopala-
fcrkhnayya. At the end of it, everybody acclaimed him a hero j
Mr, Reddy came down and warmly shook hands with him; and
is reported to have told Ms friends that he " had heard some of
tibe greatest orators of the world; but this was easily the best.
It was no wonder that he moved millions."

After   his  return from Ndlorc,  Gopalakrishnayya  was  still

fdffcriag  from  fever; aE  the  same,  he  ventured  a  journey  to